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the epidemy now prevailing at this place,
where he will, in company with M. Cham-
pollion and several distinguished physicians,
proceed to Egypt, to make further inquiries
into the nature, .c., of the plague.

RHINOPLASTIC OPERATION, PERFORMED BY
M. LISFRANC, FOLLOWED BY DEATH.

A. F., a man about 49 years of age, had
been for a considerable time in the Hopltal
des Veneriens, whence, after a long use of
mercurial frictions, he had been discharged
cured, but with total loss of his nose. He

applied for admission in the Hospice de la
Pitie, in the hope that the deformity of his
face might be lessened by a surgical opera-
tion. M. Lisfranc hesitated at performing
the rhinoplastic operation, being apprehen-
sive that the wound would, under such cir-
cumstances, assume a syphilitic character;
however, after having observed the case for
some time, he at last decided upon it, and it
was performed on the 6th of July, in, the
following manner.
M. Lisfranc began with marking out the

portion of skin which was intended to form
the new nose ; the marks were made with
nitrate of silver, as ink is too easily washed
off by the blood. The right side of the
triangular flap extended three lines further
downwards towards the nose ; then the left
one, in order to compensate the defect of
substance, which would otherwise result
from the twisting of the flap. M. L. ob-
served, that the frontal bone must not be
too much denuded, as necrosis might be the
consequence. The flap was now formed,
and the edges of the nasal opening were
pared off ; after which, it being thought ad-
visable not to dress the wound before the

bleeding of the numerous small vessels
ceased, the patient was removed to bed.

Although this part of the operation lasted a
considerable time, he bore it with extraor-
dinary fortitude. After two or three hours,
the wound was dressed. For this purpose
the nasal opening was filled with a dossil of
lint, which had, as much as possible, the
form of a nose, and over which the triangu-
lar flap was laid ; the margins of the latter
were applied to those of the nasal aperture,
and kept in this situation by twelve or thir-
teen sutures, and two transverse straps of
sticking plaster, with which the wound of
the forehead was also dressed.

During the night after the operation, the
patient was restless and somewhat feverish.
On the next day he was a little better, and
slept a few hours. The flap was hot and
swollen ; the wounds had a favourable ap-
pearance.

For some days afterwards, the patient
felt tolerably well, but the fever continued,
and his nights were very restless. On the

22d, part of the lint under the flap was re-
moved, and on the 23d the sutures were
withdrawn. The parts had united only on
the two upper thirds of the left side. The
wound of the forehead was in profuse sup-
puration.
On the 25th, the swelling of the flap had

gradually subsided, and, under the use of
graduated compresses, the left side of the
artificial nose had completely united with
the edge of the nasal aperture.

28th of July. The form of the nose was
become more and more regular; on the left
side the cicatrix was quite firm, but on the
right there seemed very little tendency to
coalition ; the wound of the forehead sup.
purated, and had a whitish appearance ; the
fever had much lessened.
On the 29th a sudden change took place,

the wound of the forehead became gangre.
nous ; the patient was very restless, and
died in the evening.
On examination, the organs were foundin

a state of perfect health.&mdash;La Clinique.

GASTRIC AND DIAPHRAGMATIC PERFORA-

TION AND EROSION.

By HENRY M’CORMAC, M.D., Belfast.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
A CASE of very extensive perforation

of all the coats of the stomach having
recently come under my notice, 1 am de.
sirous that the results, however trifling in
importance, should not be lost. I shall re-
late the circumstances as they occurred,
subjoining a few observations.
The patient (Smith) was brought into the

Belfast Hospital early on Saturday morning,
apparently labouring under the effects of

compression of the brain. Some of the
usual symptoms, as I learned from the at.
tending physician, were wanting. The

pulse being at first 70, and rising to 130
afterwards, neither was there any dilata-
tion of the pupils. The patient was bled,
and a portion of wine was given, but with.
out any beneficial result. During the course
of the day, he continued in a state of stupor,
only interrupted by frequent attempts to
vomit, and at one o’clock on the ensuing
morning died. -

At eleven, in pursuance of a Coroner’s In.
quest, examination of the body took place,in
the presence of a number of medical gentle-
men, when the following appearances were
presented. A wound of the left temple, in
the form of a right angle, about two inches
in extent, said to have been occasioned by
a bayonet stab, after the deceased had been
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knocked down in a fray with the sentinel of!
an adjoining barrack. A slight contusion;
on the same temple, supposed to have been
produced by the hand-blow, which felled’
the deceased. The calvaria, or skull-cap,
being denuded and removed, no fracture
was discernible. An almost continuous
coating of coagulated blood was visible
on the pia mater, covering the upper sur- 
face of both hemispheres. There were! i
about two ounces of bloody serum at the
base of the brain. In the left plexus clio-
roides were imbedded several hydatid-
like vesicles, about the size of peas, and
also a number of round substances, smaller
than the preceding, having the white co-
lour and consistency of brain. Of these
two I may remark, that the former is very
common ; the latter, I never observed be-
fore.
Being desirous of ascertaining the condi-

tion of the abdominal and thoracic viscera,
I detected perforations in the cardiac extre-
mity of the stomach, to an unprecedented ex-
tent. The thorax was, however, previously
opened, and about sixteen ounces of a red-
dish fluid were found in its right cavity. This
being sponged out, I traced the mode of its
introduction through a hole in the diaphragm,
large enough to admit the fore-finger to pass
with ease into the stomach. This hole had
a black, sphacelated and ragged appearance
round its margin, the muscular fibres being
also separated. There was also erosion,
but not perforation of another portion of the
diaphragm, near the origin of the inferior
muscle. This erosion was two inches in
diameter, and existed on both sides, having
a blackened appearance, the peritoneal and
pleuritic coats being nearly obliterated;
there was here also a separation of the mus-
cular fibres. The perforations in the sto-
mach were two principal and some smaller
ones; the first were about three inches in
diameter, having irregular indented edges,
together with filmy prolongations of the pe.
ritoneum. The mucous membrane round
the perforations was blackened and par-
tially eroded. These perforations, when
the stomach was in situ, corresponded withthe alterations of structure in the diaphragm.
With respect to the rest of the stomach, it I
evixced the appearance of intense phlogosis,! i
the vessels being injected, and the intervell-
ing surface red, but not uniformly so ; thiswas also the case throughout the whole course
of the duodenum.* l;xternally, the rest of
the intestines appeared sound, but there was
not sufficient time to examine their inner
surfaces. The left lobe of the liver was

partially covered with irregular yellow spots,

* This was quice observable after the
parts bad been a week macerating. ’’.

which alteration of texture did not proceed
further than the surface.
The interest of the preceding case is con-

siderablv augmented, from its having been
made the subject of medico-judicial inves-
tigation. The soldier was not brought to
trial, as he was acquitted after I had given
my evidence before the grand jury of the
county ; but certainly, had that not been
the issue, I should have felt myself obliged
to have given such a statement, as would
’, have produced an impression on the minds
of the jury, that the violence committed on
the person of the deceased was but a se-

condary and inferior cause in producing hisdeath. Because, contrary to the opinion of
most of our English physiologists, I am
inclined to believe, that perforation of the
coats of the stomach mostly, if not always,
takes place before death, setting aside, of
course, that which is producible by poisons.
It would, however, take up too much space
to enter into a discussion of the arguments
on both sides the question. False inferences
have been drawn from Spallanzani’s experi-
ments, vide Paris’s Jurisprudence, 2d vol.,
p. 165 ; these will be evident upon perusal.
Hunter, Adams, Burns, and others, have
admitted the post-mortem and ante-mortem
dissolvent powers of the gastric juice,
founding their opinions on very gratuitous
premises. The fact is, the gastric juiee has no
dissolvent powers at all, at least not mooe than

what is possessed by any other wate-ry and muci-laginous secretion. It is only secreted after
the deglutition of food, and so far from

being designed for digestive purposes, there
is no evidence to prove that it is secreted
in larger quantities than suffice to lubri-
cate the coats of the stomach in common
with those of any other viscus, and preventthe adhesion of the food. We see men
drink enormous quantities of fluids without
injuring their digestive powers, in which
case the gastric juice, as it is quaintly
termed, together with the saliva, would be
diluted so as to lose all its energy, if it
had any, unless, indeed, it possesses the
miraculous power of communicating it to
other fluids. The gastric juice can possess
no such properties, any more than the
mucus of the bladder, or gall bladder, could
serve to diminish the fluids of which these
viscera are the recipients. I beg to refer
the reader to the excellent observations of
Mecke!, Chaussier, and Breschet, on this
subject. " How is it ;’ says the latter wi iter,
" that we never observe perforations in the e
stomachs of those who are starved to death ?"
This would evidently often be the case, if
the gastric spoetion possessed auv such

properties. Tteyy hollow tiscim in the body
may umderbo the perforative process, in which
assertion 1 am borne out by the experience
of Andral, who also inforaa us, that there
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is not a single point from the mouth to the
anus, which has not been found perforated
after death ; so that either the gastricjuice
does not possess this sarcophagic property,
or the secretiona of the intestinal canal, (in
inen as well as in herbivorous animals,) of
the bladder, gall-bladder, the different ex-
c!etory ducts, &c., all do. This solvent

power of the ventricular secretion, is of a

piece with that once attributed to pus, and
the belief of it is unworthy the pathology
of the present day. It is amusing to recal
to mind the powers which were formerly
attributed to this secretion, viz. that of

being able to dissolve bones, clay, metals
of ilifferent kinds, and stones ; being, as
Paley observes in his Natural Theology, in
his observations on the gastric juice, stronger
than 11 caustic alcali, mineral acid, red pre-
cipitate, or aqua-fortis itself, while it is, at
the same time, as bland and mild as gum
water or saliva." If all this were the case, it
would have a just title, indeed, to the name
of 11 the chemical wonder of animal nature,"
as the worthy bishop calls it. But, as with
tribute, let us give wonder where wonder is
due, having things of marvellous.enough
properties in the world to contemplate,
without producing others, which are effete
with them, and then setting them up to
stare at.

In the enumeration of my authorities, I
have omitted to quote Orfila’s excellent

work on Toxicology. Vol. II., p. 570, where
the reader will find some interesting cases,
to which I would add a few, which I
have had the pleasure of hearing him in-
stance in his lectures ; but that I fear I have
already taken up too much space. I shall,
however, just add, that of at least one thou-
sand bodies, which I have either examined,
or of which I have witnessed the examina-
tion, I have not seen more than a very few
cas,3s of perforation. I wish to make a few
other observations on subjects which I
deem of importance, but will defer them to
another opportunity.

INUTILITY OF THE APOTHECARIES’ ACT.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;The recent letters which have ap-

peared in several numbers of your inva-luable publication upon the inutility of the
Apothecaries’ Act, and the abominable and
destructive practices of unqualified pre-
tenders to medical science, must have ex-
cited one common feeling of indignant re-
gret in the minds of every well-educated
and genuine member of the profession.

Unfortunately the evil is not confined to
the north of England, nor to any particular
district or county. Ignorant and unprin.
cipled pretenders to pharmacy and surgery
are to be observed, and might be pointed
out to public reprehension in every part of
this widely-extended metropolis. Proba.
bly it may be conferring a favour upon the
public to describe the general mode by
which these aspirants to Esculapian fame
attempt to possess themselves of medical
honours. Their origin is usually very hum.
ble. A capacity to write a legible hand,
and work the first four Iules of arithmetic, at
the age of thirteeen or fourteen years, re-
commends them to the notice of some me-
chanic or artisan, who, upon trial, finding
the boy either too dull or too lazy to learn
his handicraft, discharges him from his ser.
vice. Chance now introduces him as a

basket-boy, or general drudge, into a drug.
gist’s shop. After filling a situation of this
degrading nature for two or three years, he
contrives to advance a step by entering the
service of the general practitioner. By ob.
servation, he acquires the names of drugs,
and, after a time, makes up medicines. A
further advance is now sought, and by pay.
ing his half crown to the beadle of Apothe.
caries’ Hall, he obtains a situation as a

dispenser of medicine to some practising
apothecary. Recruiting his finances in
such a situation for a few years, he then
proceeds to open a retail druggist’s shop, in
some leading street or neighbourhood. The
rent of the house is made by taking lodgers;
the vending of salts, senna, and other wares,
furnishes a scanty income. Our adventurer
next proceeds to advertise for an appren-
tice : obtaining a premium of l.’)0 or 200

guineas. In six months, this youth is left
to manage the shop, and the master now, for
the first time, professes to be seeking know-
ledge. With the cash thus obtained from
a deluded and too credulous parent or guar-
dian. he nroceeds to enter himself a medical
student. Two courses of anatomical lec-
tures, two on the practice of physic, one
on materia medica and chemistry, and one
on the theory and practice of midwifery,
and a forged indenture of apprenticeship for
five years to some reputed apothecary, fur.
nishes our hero with a legal passport to the
wise men assembled in solemn conclave at

Apotliecaries’ Hall. This body of self-
elected Examiners (being a century behind
the better educated general practitioner in
literary and professional acquirements) hal’e
scarcely intellect sufficient to enable them
to undertake an adequate professional ex-
amination. Creatures, therefore, of this

mediocre description, pass as a matter of course:
and apothecary being now legally tacked to
his name, surgeon also is immediately ap-
p ended, and then the bluster and pomp of* a


